SPECIFICATION 
TITLE OF THE INVENTOION 
CONJURING TOOL FOR PERFORMING CARD TRICK 

BACKGOUND OF THE INVENTION 

Technical Field 

The present invention relates to a conjuring tool using 
a note or card, and more particularly to a conjuring tool for 
performing a card trick which can give a viewer an illusion that 
a note or card that is inserted into a box disappears gradually 
in front of the viewer and part of the note or card that has 
so disappeared reappears gradually in front of the viewer. 
Description of the Related Art 

Conventionally, there have existed conjuring tools for 
performing a trick in which every object including a note and 
a card is accommodated in a box and a lid is closed, and when 
the lid is then opened, the object that should remain in the 
box is found to have disappeared momentarily, and when the lid 
is closed again and is then reopened, the object that disappeared 
just now is found to have reappeared in the box. 

Note that the conventional conjuring tools have been open 
to the general public, and the applicant for this invention 
possesses or has seen the publicly open conjuring tools but does 
not have documents that describe the related art, and therefore, 
there is disclosed herein no document that describes the related 
art for the invention. 



1 



However, there has existedno conjuring tool for performing 
a trick in which an object is made to disappear gradually in 
front of the viewer and then part of the object that disappeared 
just now is made to reappear gradually in front of the viewer, 
the trick being different from the conventional one in which 
an object is made to disappear and then to reappear after the 
lid is closed so as to conceal the object from the eyes of the 
viewer . 

Moreover, there has existed no such conjuring tool that 
is simple in construction and operation. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Then, an object of the present invention is to provide 
a conjuring tool which uses a note or card for performing a trick 
which can give a viewer an illusion that a note or card that 
is inserted into a box disappears gradually in front of the viewer 
and part of the note or card that disappeared just now then 
reappears gradually in front of the viewer, and which is simple 
in construction and operation. 

With a view to attaining the object, according to the 
present invention, there is provided a conjuring tool for 
performing a card trick wherein a recessed accommodating portion 
for accommodating therein a note or card that is inserted 
thereinto from the outside of the conjuring tool is formed in 
the interior of the conjuring tool, wherein there are provided 
an open window portion for allowing the note or card that has 
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been so inserted into the recessed accommodating portion to be 
viewed from the outside of the conjuring tool via a special plate 
that has an effect of making the viewer feel a certain degree 
of depth due to a three-dimensional pattern produced by a moire 
phenomenon anda f ilmdisposedbetween the note or card so inserted 
and the special plate and having transparent portions and 
non-transparent portions, and wherein the film is arranged to 
move on the note or card. 

In addition, in the conjuring tool for performing a card 
trick, the recessed accommodating portion is formed between two 
rollers that are provided in parallel in the interior of the 
conjuring tool, and the film may be attached to the two rollers 
so that the whole of the film is moved via the rollers, whereby 
the film is allowed to move on the note or card. 

Furthermore, in the conjuring tool for performing a card 
trick, the film surrounds the recessed accommodating portion 
in a direction which intersects at right angles with a direction 
in which the note or card is inserted, the film is extendedbetween 
the two rollers in such a manner that part of the film that passes 
along aback side of the conjuring tool passes between the recessed 
accommodating portion and a bottom side of the conjuring tool, 
and an open operating window portion is provided in the bottom 
side of the conjuring tool for allowing the part of the film 
that passes along the back side of the conjuring tool to be exposed, 
so that the whole of the film can be moved via the rollers when 
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an operator moves with his or her finger the part of the film 
thatpasses along theback side of the conjuring tool in a direction 
which is normal to an axial direction of the rollers. 

According to the conjuring tool for performing a card trick 
of the present invention, it is possible to impart the viewer 
wonder in which the note or card inserted into the box disappears 
gradually in front of the viewer and part of the note or card 
that disappeared just now appears gradually in front of the viewer . 
Furthermore, since the conjuring tool for performing a card trick 
according to the present invention is simple in construction 
and operation, there is provided an advantage wherein even a 
child who has no skillful technique can perform a trick easily 
by using the conjuring tool for performing a card trick according 
to the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing a conjuring tool for 
performing a card trick according to the invention, 

Fig. 2 an exploded view showing constituent elements of 
the conjuring tool for performing a card trick shown in Fig. 
1, 

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view showing an internal 
construction of the conjuring tool for performing a card trick 
shown in Fig. 1, 

Fig . 4 is a bottom view of the conjuring tool for performing 
a card trick shown in Fig. 1, 
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Fig. 5 is a view showing a state in which a note is inserted 
into the conjuring tool for performing a card trick according 
to the invention, 

Fig. 6 is a view showing a process in which the note in 
an open window portion is seen to be disappearing gradually by 
the operation of the conjuring tool for performing a card trick 
of the invention, 

Fig. 7 is a view showing a state in which the note in the 
open window portion is seen to have disappeared completely by 
the operation of the conjuring tool for performing a card trick 
of the invention, and 

Fig. 8 shows another embodiment of a conjuring tool for 
performing a card trick, in which Fig. 8 (a) is a drawing showing 
the construction of a base in the embodiment, and Fig. 8(b) is 
a drawing showing a state in which a note is inserted into the 
conjuring tool using the base. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring the accompanying drawings, an embodiment of a 
conjuring tool for performing a card trick according to the 
invention will be described below. 

[Construction of Conjuring Tool for Performing a Card Trick] 
Firstly, the construction of a conjuring tool 1 for 

performing a card trick according to the embodiment will be 

described by reference to Figs. 1 to 4 . 

The conjuring tool 1 for performing a card trick or card 
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trick performing conjuring tool 1 according to the embodiment 
includes, as shown in Fig. 2, a frame case 10, a special plate 
20 and a base 30. 

Next, the respective constituent elements of the card trick 
performing tool 1 will be described below. 
[Frame Case] 

The frame case 10 is constructed so as to cover the base 
30. Then, an insertion opening 11 is formed in at least one 
side of the frame case 10 as shown in Fig. 2 for insertion of 
a note or card, which will be described later on. In addition, 
an open window portion 12 is formed in an upper side (a front 
side) of the frame case 10 for allowing the viewer to view a 
note or card that is inserted in the tool. 
[Special Plate] 

The special plate 20 is such as to produce a 
three-dimensional pattern thereon. When the viewer looks at 
this special plate 20 from the front side thereof, it looks to 
the viewer as if the three-dimensional pattern had a certain 
depth and was receding deeper than the surface of the special 
plate 20 to thereby provide a three-dimensional feeling. 

Note that while in this embodiment, a dot-like 
three-dimensional pattern is produced, the form of the 
three-dimensional pattern can be selected arbitrarily. 

In addition, as a special plate that can provide such an 
effect, Japanese Patent No . 3131771 discloses one which produces 
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a three-dimensional pattern by a moire phenomenon for example. 
[Base] 

The base 30 has two rollers 31 which are mounted thereon 
in such a manner that axial directions of the respective rollers 
31 become parallel with each other. Then, a recessed 
accommodating portion 32 is formed between the two rollers 31 
so mounted for accommodating therein a note or card that is 
inserted as will be described later on. 

In addition, a film 33 having transparent portions and 
non-transparent portions is extended between the two rollers 
31, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, in such a manner as to surround 
the recessed accommodating portion in a direction which becomes 
normal to the axial direction of the rollers and in such a manner 
that part of the film 33 that passes along a back side of the 
conjuring tool passes between the recessed accommodating portion 
and a bottom side of the conjuring tool. 

To be specific, the film 33 is extended between the two 
rollers 31 in such a manner that part of the film that passes 
along a front side of the conjuring tool covers the recessed 
accommodating portion 32, whereas the part of the film 33 that 
passes along the back side of the conjuring tool passes between 
the recessed accommodating portion 32 and the bottom side (the 
back side) of the base 30. 

Furthermore, an open operating window 34 is, as shown in 
Fig. 4, formed in the bottom side of the base 30 for allowing 
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the part of the film 33 that passes along the back side of the 
conjuring tool to be exposed. With this open operating window 
portion so formed, the operator can move the part of the film 
that passes along the back side of the conjuring tool in a direction 
which intersects with the axial direction of the rollers 31 
substantially at right angles with his or her finger , and as 
a result, the operator can move the whole of the film 33 via 
the rollers 31. 

Note that in this embodiment, the description will be made 
based on the understanding that a film in which a gradation pattern 
is provided on a transparent film is used as the film 33. In 
addition, the color of the non- transparent portions of the film 
33 or the gradation pattern needs to be identical to that of 
a bottom surface of the recessed accommodating portion 32. 
[Assembly of Respective Constituent Elements] 

Then, the card trick performing conjuring tool 1 shown 
in Fig. 1 is completed by assembling the respective constituent 
components that have been described above in the following 
manner . 

Firstly, the special plate 20 is placed on the base 30 
that is constructed as described above. Next, the frame case 
10 is placed on the base 30 on which the special plate 20 is 
rested from thereabove in such a manner as to cover the base 
30. As this occurs, the frame case 10 is placed to cover the 
base 30 in such a manner that the insertion opening 11 provided 
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in the frame case 10 is positioned at the opening in the side 
of the recessed accommodating portion 32. 

By following this procedure, the recessed accommodating 
portion 32 is covered with the gradation film 33, the special 
plate 12 and the open window portion 12 in that order from the 
bottom. Then, by assembling the constituent components in this 
manner, the card trick performing conjuring tool 1 shown in Fig. 
1 can be completed. 

Note that while in this embodiment, the special plate is 
described as being separate from the frame case, the special 
plate may be constructed to be fitted in the open window portion 
in the frame case. 

[Procedure for Operating the Card Trick Performing Conjuring 
Tool] 

Next, described below by reference to Figs. 5. to 7 will 
be an example of a procedure for performing a conjuring trick 
using the card trick performing conjuring tool 1 that is 
constructed as has been described above. Note that in this 
embodiment, a procedure for performing a conjuring trick using 
a note 100 will be described. 

Firstly, before starting a conjuring trick, the operator 
moves with his or her finger the part of the gradation film 33 
that passes along the back side of the conjuring tool 1 and which 
is exposed in the open operating window port ion 34 in the direction 
which is substantially normal to the axial direction of the 



9 



rollers 31 so that the unpainted transparent portions of the 
gradation film 33 are positioned within the open window portion 
12. Then, in this state, the operator starts a conjuring trick 
in the following procedure. 

Firstly, the operator inserts, as shown in Fig. 5, a note 
from the insertion opening 11 into the card trick performing 
conjuring tool 1. As this occurs, the note 100 so inserted is 
accommodated in the recessed accommodating portion 32. Note 
that in this embodiment, the note 100 is folded partially and 
is then so inserted. Then, the operator allows the viewer to 
observe the note 100 made to appear in the open window portion 
12. 

As this occurs, since the viewer who observes the inside 
of the open window port ion 12 sees the note 100 through the special 
plate 20 that can provide the effect that has been described 
above, the note 100 within the open window portion 12 looks as 
if it were transparent. 

The principle of thie phenomenon will be described below. 
Firstly, while the note 100 in the open window portion 12 can 
be viewed through the special plate 20, according to the effect 
of the special tool that has been described previously, since 
the three-dimensional pattern (the dot-like pattern in this 
embodiment) of the special plate 20 has a certain depth and is 
seen as if it were receding deeper than the upper surface of 
the special plate 20, the viewer sees as if dots of the dot-like 
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pattern that are seen to overlap the note 100 existed deeper 
than the note 100. Thus, the note 100 within the open window 
portion 12 looks transparent to the viewer from this principle. 

Note that, as this occurs, the transparent portions of 
the gradation film 33 are present between the note 100 in the 
open window portion 12 and the special plate 20. 

Following this, the operator manipulates the finger of 
the hand that grabs the conjuring tool 1 in such a manner as 
not to be seen from the viewer and moves the part of the gradation 
film 33 that passes along the back side of the conjuring tool 
1 and which is exposed in the open operating window portion 34 
in the direction which is substantially normal to the axial 
direction of the rollers 31. The whole of the gradation film 
33 starts to move from this operation, whereby gradated port ions 
of the gradation pattern which are the non-transparent portions 
of the gradation film 33 gradually move into the open window 
portion 12. 

Then, when the gradated portions come to enter between 
the note 100 shown in the open window portion 12 and the special 
plate 20, it looks to the viewer as if the note 100 within the 
open window portion 12 was disappearing gradually (in this 
embodiment, gradually from a lower side of the note 100) as shown 
in Fig. 6, and furthermore, it looks as if the note 100 had 
disappeared completely at portions of the gradated portions which 
are darker in color. 



11 



The principle of this phenomenon will be described below. 
When the gradated portions whose color is identical to that of 
the bottom surface of the recessed accommodating portion 32 and 
which are thus non-transparent move between the note 100 in the 
open window portion 12 and the special plate 20, the note 100 
in the open window portion 12 is caused to disappear gradually 
by the gradated portions . As this occurs, however, the dot-like 
pattern seen in the open window portion 12 is concealed by the 
gradated portions in no case and exist at the same positions 
at all times, and moreover, the dot-like pattern continues to 
be seen to be receding deeper than the surface of the special 
plate 20, and therefore, it looks to the viewer as if the note 
100 in the open window portion 12 were disappearing gradually. 

Then, when continuing to move the whole of the gradation 
film 33 using the finger, since the note 100 within the open 
window portion 12 is completely concealed by the darker portions 
of the gradation film 33, it looks to the viewer from the aforesaid 
principle as if the note 100 within in the open window portion 
12 had completely disappeared in the end as shown in Fig. 7. 
Thus, in this way, an illusion can be given to the viewer in 
which the note 100 within the open window 12 has gradually 
disappeared in front of him or her. 

Following this, from this state, the operator starts to 
move with his or her finger the part of the gradation film 33 
that passes along the back side of the conjuring tool 1 and which 
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is exposed in the open operating window portion 34 in an opposite 
direction to the direction in which the gradation film 33 has 
been moved. Then, this time, the note 100 in the open window 
portion 12 that has completely disappeared is then allowed to 
start to appear gradually (in this embodiment, gradually from 
an upper side of the note 100) , and the three-dimensional pattern 
of the special plate 20 comes to be superposed on the note 100, 
and passing the state shown in Fig. 6, the whole of the note 
100 within the open window portion 12 is allowed to be viewed 
in the transparent state in the end as shown in Fig. 5 which 
shows the state in which the note 100 is initially inserted into 
the conjuring tool 1. 

Thus, the viewer can be given an illusion from the aforesaid 
principle in which the note 100 in the open window portion 12 
that has gradually disappeared in front of him or her has now 
gradually reappeared in front of him or her. 

Note that as another embodiment, the construction of the 
conjuring tool 1 may be modified to one shown in Fig. 8. To 
be specific, in a conjuring tool la shown in Fig. 8, a open window 
portion 41 is provided in an upper side (a front side) of a case 
main body 40 which takes a form resulting from the integration 
of the frame case 10 and the base 30 in the embodiment described 
with reference to Figs. 1 to 4 into a single unit, and a special 
plate 42 that provides a similar effect to that of the special 
plate 20 in the previous embodiment is fitted in the open window 
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portion 41. 

In addition, two rollers 43 are mounted in the interior 
of the case main body 40 in such a manner that axial directions 
of the rollers 43 become parallel with each other, and a recessed 
accommodatingportion 44 is f ormedbetween the respective rollers 
43 so mounted. In addition, a through opening 4 6 is provided 
in a side of the case main body in which the rollers 43 are mounted 
in such a manner as to allow a note 100 or card to pass underneath 
the rollers 43. 

Furthermore, a film 45, which is similar to that of the 
previous embodiment, is extended between the two rollers 43 in 
such a manner as to pass between the note 100 and the special 
plate 42 as shown in Fig. 8(b). Then, by constructing the 
conjuring tool la as has been described above, non-transparent 
portions and a gradation pattern on the film 45 can be moved 
in a parallel direction to a direction in which the note 100 
or a card is inserted. 

In addition, while, in the previous embodiment, the 
operator moves the film 33 with his or her finger, the rollers 
31, 43 may be electrically rotated so as to move the film 33, 
45. In this case, for example, a motor for rotating the rollers 
31, 43 and a power supply such as a battery for operating the 
motor need to be incorporated within the conjuring tool 1, and 
a switch for switching the rotational direction of the motor 
also needs to provided on a bottom portion of the base 30 and 
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the case main body 40, whereby since the operator can move the 
film 33, 45 by actuating the motor by operating the switch in 
such a manner as not to be seen by the viewer to thereby control 
the rotation of the rollers 31, 43, even a beginner who cannot 
move his or her finger smoothly can attain the effect provided 
by the conjuring tool 1 easily. 

In addition, while, in the embodiments, the film 33, 45 
is moved via the two rollers, end portions of the film 33, 45 
or strings connecting to the end portions of the film 33, 45, 
respectively, may be made to be exposed to the outside of the 
conjuring tool, so that the film 33, 45 can be moved by holding 
to pull the end portions of the film 33, 45 or the strings 
connecting thereto. 
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